Town of Eden

71 Old Schoolhouse Rd

Eden Mills, VT  05653

Minutes of Regular Meeting, May 23, 2016
The Eden Selectboard met at the Town Office on May 23, 2016.  Present at the meeting were:  Ricky Morin, George Sheldrick, Jubal Durivage, Dennis Heath, Faye Cochran, Candy Vear and Tracey Morin.
1. Ricky opened the meeting at 6:00PM.
2. Additions and Deletions to the agenda:
a. Under FYI:

i. LCPC Traffic & Bike Study Requests
ii. Marilyn Frederick Retirement Gathering, June 8, 2016.
The above items will be addressed later in the meeting.

3. Citizen Input: Dennis Heath wished to update the Selectboard on his gravel pit.  A complaint that the site was not a legal pit resulted in a visit from the State of Vermont on Friday, May 20th.  Dennis and Ricky met with Aaron Brondyke, an enforcement officer with the Natural Resources Board.  History of the pit prior to Dennis owning it, current activity, future plans for the site and the arrangement made with town were discussed with Mr. Brondyke.  Dennis noted that what Mr. Brondyke was investigating was an alleged violation of Act 250 of the property owner, there was no violation against the Town of Eden.  No instruction was given by Mr. Brondyke to halt activities at the site.  Dennis is in the process of completing the application required for the Act 250 permit.  Mr. Brondyke asked for information from the town of past activity and any other pertinent information in regard to this site.  Tracey received an email requesting this information today.  Information she had gathered for both the current agreement and from activities in the mid 1980’s was reviewed with Dennis and the Selectboard.  A response with this information will be sent to Mr. Brondyke tomorrow.  The Town has contracted with McCullough Crushing to crush 5000 cubic yards.  They will be at the site for the remainder of this week with any balance done in the fall.  The Selectboard discussed whether or not it should proceed.  Dennis advised he would notify the town if he heard anything from the State asking for the site to be shut down.  George made the motion to continue, complete out the week with McCullough Crushing, unless we hear otherwise from Dennis or the State of Vermont.  Jubal seconded the motion.  Approved.
4. Approve the Minutes of May 9, 2016:  George made the motion to approve the minutes of May 9, 2016 as written.  Approved.

5. Beach Update:

a. Update of other activities @LERA:  
i. Gary Wright provided Tracey with a contact number for Mr. Pion in Lowell about mulch for the playground.  Tracey also contacted VLCT to verify the exact type of material which is acceptable for insurance purposes.  This information was given to Mr. Pion.  He will contact his supplier and get back to us with a cost.  Mr. Pion indicated that smaller loads of 4-7 yards would not be an issue.
ii. Ricky reported that the Highway Dept. had been at LERA, cut down all the dead trees, removed the brush and left the firewood for the campers.  Sand was put on the beach and the roadway graded prior to opening for the season.
6. Dog Officer Update:  
a. Faye was contacted to handle a dog picked up on RT100.  As the dog had no tags it was taken to Lamoille Kennels.  Notice was posted on Lost & Found sites and Facebook.  Faye was notified by the owner’s neighbor who the dog belonged to.  The owner contacted Faye. Arrangements were made on how to pay for the dog to be released from Lamoille Kennels.  Ricky and George felt it reasonable to work with people, especially first time offenders, possibly waiving all but the Lamoille Kennel fee.  Candy expressed the need to have a holding area, for a few hours, to see if the owners can be contacted prior to going to Lamoille Kennels.   Faye did not agree.  She felt this would leave the town open to liability and if the animal was wearing its tags at the time it was found, the owner could have been contacted, alleviating the need for Lamoille Kennel and the subsequent fees.  No decision was made on a waiver. 
b. George asked to see the tickets which can be issued by the Dog Officer.  After review, George would like to meet with Rachel, Gary and the town office personnel to go over the correct way to complete these forms and what would be needed in the form of notes of the incident in the event it ended up at court.  A date for this meeting will be set.

c. Faye wished the town to check with VLCT on what type of protection is available for the Dog Officers as they canvas door to door.  The Selectboard suggested that it be advertised on the town sign, radio, website and signs posted at the local stores that the canvas is going to happen, its purpose and when it will take place.  This is similar to what the Listers do prior to doing site visits to reevaluate properties.
7. Constable Update:  None at this time.  
8. Health Officer Update:  None at this time.
9. Road Commissioner Report:

a. Excess Weight Permits:
i. RL Morin & Sons Construction
ii. Catamount Forest Products, Inc.

Jubal made the motion to approve to town specifications excess weight permits for RL Morin & Sons Construction and Catamount Forest Products, Inc.  George seconded the motion.  Motion approved and permits signed with Ricky abstaining from the vote and signing.

b. Drive Access Permit:

i. Randy Mason

ii. George Sheldrick

Ricky noted that Randy Mason’s site is okay as staked and George Sheldrick’s site is also okay, with good site distance.  Jubal made the motion to approve the permits to town specifications.  Ricky seconded the motion.  Approved and permits signed with George abstaining from the vote and signing.

c. Road Concern – South Pond Rd:  A resident along South Pond road expressed concern about the extra activity on the road due to the gravel pit.  Ricky has spoken with the resident and assured them that spring maintenance has already been performed and that the town will continue to monitor it for any additional maintenance, gravel, grading, etc.

d. Update of other activities of Highway Dept.:  
i. Ricky reported that the 95 Ford is back in operation; grading of roads and crushing of gravel continues.
10. Town Office Generator – Open Sealed Bids (4):  The Selectboard opened and reviewed the four (4) bids received.

a. Smalley Contractors     $18,378 Generator    $750 Cement Slab

$19,128
b. Gould Corp
        $9,308. Generator     $0 Cement Slab

$  9,308

c. Reliant Electric Works  $14,000 Generator   $450 Cement Slab

$14,450

d. Brookfield Service      $6,808 Generator     $150 Cement Slab

$  6,958

Jubal made the motion to hire Brookfield Service to install the Generator, including the cement slab at a total cost of $6,958.00.  George seconded the motion.  Approved.

11. FYI:  
a. From Additions & Deletions:  These were information only for the Selectboard.
i. LCPC Traffic & Bike Study Request.
ii. Marilyn Frederick retirement gathering, June 8, 2016.

12. Any other business:  None at this time.
13. Sign Orders (5):  Five (5) orders were reviewed and signed.  
14. George made the motion to adjourn at 7:50PM.  Jubal seconded the motion.  Approved.
Unapproved minutes. 
Tracey Morin
Town Administrative Assistant 
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