Town of Eden

71 Old Schoolhouse Rd

Eden Mills, VT  05653

Minutes of Regular Meeting, August 24, 2015
The Eden Selectboard met at the Town Office on August 24, 2015.  Present at the meeting were:  Ricky Morin, Jubal Durivage, Dale Tatro, Ralph Monticello, Art McNeill, Bruce Shields, Donna Whitcomb, Candy Vear and Tracey Morin.
1. Ricky opened the meeting at 6:02 pm.  Dale had called in to the meeting to say he was running late but would be their shortly.  The Selectboard moved to #5.
5.
Listers – meet with Ralph Monticello, open position on Board of Listers:  Ralph Monticello is now a full time resident and wishes to join the Board of Listers.  Bruce noted that Ralph held this position several years ago, has knowledge of the system, there have been a few software changes and the reappraisal is now complete.  Jubal made the motion to appoint Ralph Monticello to the Board of Listers until town meeting.  Dale seconded the motion.  Approved.  Bruce noted that the pay rate for Eden Listers is on the low end compared to other communities and asked the Selectboard to reassess this at some point in time.  Ricky noted that if you looked at all town employees vs. other towns that all rates are low.  Ricky questioned the status of the Listers work for this year.  Bruce stated they are ready to save the lodged grand list, “as billed”, making it ready for use in setting the tax rate.  This will be put on the agenda of the next meeting.
2. Additions and Deletions to the agenda:  
Add:

a. EYSC-Letter of Interest:  A letter of interest in serving on the EYSC from Sarrah McNall had been received by EYSC and forwarded to the Selectboard for consideration.  Dale made the motion to appoint Sarrah McNall to EYSC.  Approved.

b. Eden Energy Committee (EEC)-Letter of Interest:  A letter of interest in serving on EEC had been received from Keren Ferrari.  As five (5) members were appointed at town meeting the Selectboard asked that EEC be contacted to inquire if all five members were active.  Keren’s letter of interest will be kept on file until a vacancy on EEC becomes available. 

c. Eden 3E Group Net Metering Contract:  The contract for Eden to join the net metering program which would give the town credit from VEC and power at a reduced rate from the solar farm had arrived at the town office late this afternoon.  The Selectboard wished to have copies made available to them for review and discussion at the next meeting.

3. Approve the Minutes of August 10th & August 17th, 2015:  Jubal made the motion to approve the minutes of August 10th & August 17th, 2015 as written.  Dale seconded the motion.  Approved.

4. Citizen Input:  Dale said he had received a call about an animal related noise complaint on North Rd and thought the citizen would be present at this meeting.  The citizen was advised to call the State Police.  The Selectboard noted that the town could ask the Animal Control Officers to patrol that area to see if they detected anything.
6.
 Beach Update:

a.
Shelter Deposit Procedure – became effective 8-21-15:  Information only for Selectboard that procedure is now officially in effect.
b.
Water System:


i.
State of VT letter – system in compliance:  Notification has been received from the State that recommendations suggested from the annual site visit had been addressed properly and the system was deemed in compliance.


ii.
Training Session – Revised Total Coliform Rule:  The State is offering training sessions to educate public water system operators of the new rules which go into effect in 2016.  Tracey would like to attend the training session on September 17th.  The cost to attend is $30.  Jubal made the motion for Tracey to attend the training session for the town.  Dale seconded the motion.  Approved.

c.
Review FY 14/15 & FY15/16 Jul-Aug accounting:  The Selectboard reviewed the accounting for the running of LERA.
d.
Update of other activities @LERA:  Jackie has gotten several prices and will be returning to the Selectboard with additional information of items on the “wish list”.  The Selectboard felt that Jackie could go ahead and purchase the items which are “everyday maintenance items”.  Ricky will be grading the access road at the request of Rick Adams.  Research into past minutes in regard to swim lessons was presented to the Selectboard:  August 11, 2010 “The Selectboard was asked to provide clarification of who receives free swim lessons.  Cedric made the motion that free swim lessons be offered to Eden residents/taxpayers and their immediate family (children).  Shelley seconded the motion.  Approved.”

7. Constable Update: None at this time.

8. Animal Control Officer Update: None at this time.  The Selectboard inquired if any canvassing of the town had been done.  Candy was not sure.  She believes that they may have been waiting to receive their ticket booklets and knows they are planning to set up a booth at Eden Day.  Candy reported that at the present time 350 dogs are registered.
9. Health Officer Update – Copley Hospital Animal Bite Report:  Notification received from Copley Hospital about an incident on August 9th.  The town office was notified that the animal was quarantined and additional information received from a veterinarian verified that the animal has since received all its vaccinations.
10. Personnel Policy, Health Care Coverage Policy and Salary & Benefits Policy update recommendations:  The Selectboard discussed changes to these policies and would like to see a cost analysis before making a final decision.  This information will be provided prior to the next meeting.
11. Road Commissioner Report:

a. Dry Hydrant Grant update:  Cost estimate and match calculations have been forwarded to Troy Dare for review on August 19th.  A new agreement specifying maintenance of the pond by the land owner and maintenance of the dry hydrant pipe, 400 lineal feet across private property toward the pond by the town has been sent out.  No estimate of boring has been received.
b. VTrans Transportation Alternatives Program
i. Knowles Flat Rd Culvert

ii.   Include twin culverts.

Tracey met with Melinda Scott about this program.  The grant would provide scoping (topography survey, soil borings, investigate hydraulic study suggestions for preliminary design options) and it was suggested that it would be cost effective to do both projects on Knowles Flat Rd at the same time.  The town would be required to provide a 50% match.  The Selectboard would like to proceed with this grant application.
c. Whitney Lane update:
i. Sell inventory of piles:  Two companies had been contacted in regard to their interest in purchasing the remaining piles.  An inventory had been taken and the towns cost in the piles determined. One company expressed interest in purchasing all at $4,500.  The Selectboard did not wish to entertain this offer as it was less than a quarter of what the town had paid for them.  Tracey was asked to contact the supplier about the full length pieces and another local business about all of the inventory.  It was noted that the items could be stored for future use in upcoming projects on Knowles Flat Rd.

ii.   Dale reported that pouring of concrete will be completed on August 26th ; SD Ireland and Knight Engineering have done testing and the town will receive reports from them; Luke of Ruggiano will also be sending a report; Jim Cota, AOT stopped at the site and would like to have verification of depth of the piles on file.  Michie Corp has notified the town that the box culvert will be ready for delivery anytime the week of September 4th.  Tracey was asked to contact them to request delivery on September 9th with a second option of September 14th.  Dave Peatman provided the layout of the project which had been included in Ruggiano’s oversight proposal.  This bill had been forwarded to Ruggiano today.
d. Update of other activities of Highway Dept.:  Work on the BBRoad Grant for East Hill, Boomhower Phase 4 has started.  The signed grant agreement for BBRoad Grant, Cooper Hill has been received.  Roadside mowing is taking place.  As discussed at the special meeting on August 17th, Ricky has contacted FW Whitcomb about paving Old Schoolhouse Rd.  Their representative measured the area last week.  Dale made the motion to approve the paving of Old Schoolhouse Rd as the cost will be less because they are already in the area.  Jubal seconded the motion.  Approved.  
12. David Polow letter – Delinquent Property Taxes:  a letter from Atty. Polow asked for confirmation that the town would bid on several properties that have come up for tax sale in the past.  Townspeople expressed a desire for Eden to do this, cleaning them up in hopes of getting some of these properties back on the tax rolls.  Jubal made the motion that the town will only bid on property that has real property attached.  Dale seconded the motion.  Approved.
13. Municipal Planning Grant:
a. EPC request to apply for updating the Town Plan:  A letter from EPC asked the Selectboard to consider applying for a Municipal Planning Grant to provide funding for assistance in updating the town plan which will expire in 2018.  Updating can take up to two years.  LCPC has been very helpful to EPC with the last update, making sure Eden was in compliance with State regulations and assisted with the update, printing, posting and review.  If the Selectboard approves, a resolution needs to be signed and contacts established for the online application process.

b. Sign Resolution & set up State of VT Online Application contacts:  Jubal made the motion to apply for the FY16 Municipal Planning Grant, sign the Resolution for Municipal Planning and designate the contacts for the online application process as indicated.  Dale seconded the motion.  Approved and signed.

14. DCF – Act 60 enacted:  Notify all mandated reporters of Town:  Information on recently enacted Act 60 and guidance for mandated reporters.

15. Ratify actions from August 10, 2015 meeting:

a. Beach:

i. Samantha Royer – approve hiring as manager helper.
ii.   Wish List – review and discussion of items.
b. Constable: Faye gave a report on a dog call.
c. Sign Orders: change from (5) to (6).

Dale made the motion to ratify the actions taken by the Selectboard on August 10, 2015 as listed above in #15, a through c.  Jubal seconded the motion.  Approved.
16. FYI:  None at this time.
17. Any other business:  VLCT will be making an insurance safety visit on Monday, August 31st in the afternoon.  Visits will be to the town office, town garage and LERA.  Tracey has been contacted by American Red Cross about a training session for those involved with set up of an emergency shelter.  The training session will take place at the end of October in Montgomery.  After completion of the training, Eden would receive materials necessary to open a community shelter and be self-sufficient for 72 hours.  The Selectboard agreed to go to this training along with other town officers/employees.  The town office had an inquiry from a resident about whether or not the town would plow to a secluded camp during winter months if there were a fire.  Ricky noted the town responds when contacted by the fire department.  The Selectboard invited the resident to come and speak with them about this and provide more background information. Notification from the State of VT advised that Diane Perley had retired on August 7th.  VLCT sent an email inquiring about Eden’s thoughts about a centralized permitting process for overweight vehicles. 
18. Sign Orders (5):  Five (5) orders were reviewed and signed.  
19. Jubal made the motion to adjourn at 8:55PM.  Dale seconded the motion.  Approved.
Unapproved minutes. 
Tracey Morin
Selectboard Assistant 
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