Town of Eden

71 Old Schoolhouse Rd

Eden Mills, VT  05653

Minutes of Special Selectboard Meeting

March 6, 2018
The Selectboard held a special meeting at Eden Central School, immediately following the annual town meeting, on March 6, 2018.  Present at the meeting were:  Ricky Morin, George Sheldrick, Adam Degree, Jason Tuthill, Morgan Langlois, Wayne Demers, Jr., Tracey Morin, and Candy Vear.

1. Ricky opened the meeting at 10:50AM.
2. Additions or Deletion:  None at this time.
3. Reorganization of the Selectboard:

a. Chairman:  George stated that Ricky makes a good Chairperson and made the motion for Ricky to remain as Chairman.  Adam seconded the motion.  Approved.

b. Selectboard Clerk:  Ricky made the motion for George to be the Selectboard Clerk.  Adam seconded the motion.  Approved.
c. Town Administrative Assistant:  Ricky made the motion for Tracey to be the Town Administrative Assistant.  Adam seconded the motion.  Approved.
4. Appoint the following officers:  The two people who have expressed interest in the Dog Officer position will be asked to attend the March 12th meeting.  Adam made the motion to appoint the following to these positions, excluding one Dog Officer position:

a. Delinquent Tax Collector:  Candace Vear

b. Fence Viewers:  Michele Cardinal, Jubal Durivage, Adam Degree.

c. Dog Officer:  James Mack
d. Inspection of Wood & Timber:  H. Bruce Burnor

e. Emergency Management Director/Coordinator:  Andrew Ehlers
f. Trustee of Public Funds:  John Touchette, Candace Vear, Donna Whitcomb

g. Tree Warden:  H. Bruce Burnor

George seconded the motion.  Approved.

5. Town Service Officer:  George made the motion to appoint H. Bruce Burnor as Town Service Officer.  Approved.

6. Committee Appointments (held by Selectboard):  Adam made the motion to appoint the following:
a. Transportation Advisory Committee:  Ricky Morin with Tracey serving as the Alternate.
b. Sheriff’s Advisory Board:  George Sheldrick

Motion Approved.

7. Committee Appointments (held by members of the community):  All committee members had been contacted on whether or not they wished to be reappointed.  Letters of resignation from EYSC effective town meeting day had been received from Tarrah Martin and Jennifer Whitecrane.  Heather Clark had not responded.  Two letters of interest in EYSC were reviewed from Melissa Morin and Kristi Johnson.  Morgan and Wayne added that Heather has not participated nor responded to contact and expressed the need of someone who has the time to participate.  No response from Linda Barrows on reappointment to EEC had been received.  Based upon this information, Adam  made the motion to reappoint the following, advertising the open positions:
a. Eden Youth Sports Committee: Morgan Langlois, Wayne Demers, Jr., Melissa Morin and Kristi Johnson.  One open position.  Approved.
George made the motion to appoint to Eden Planning Commission and Eden Energy Committee the following, advertising the open positions:

b. Eden Planning Commission:  Keren Ferrari, Charles Leone, Tracey Morin, Candace Vear.  One open positions.  Approved.
c. Eden Energy Committee:  Keren Ferrari, Matthew Mitchell, Ralph Monticello and Craig Kneeland.  One open position.  Approved.  
8. Set date and time of regular Selectboard meetings:  All agreed to continue with the current schedule of the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month.  The next meeting will be on March 12th at 6PM.  
9. Discuss:

a.
2018 AOT Structures & Class 2 Grant Applications – due April 13, 2018:  An application will be filed to extend the paved section of East Hill Rd to the bottom of the Boomhower.  Inquiries to AOT have indicated that these funds can be used for repairs to existing structures.  It was suggested to apply for two Structures grants:  one for repairs to the two structures on Blakeville Rd, completing repairs suggested in the latest bridge inspection reports and one for engineering for replacement of the Boy Scout Rd structure.  The Selectboard approved of these application choices.  Ricky will meet with Tracey tomorrow to begin work on these applications.

b.
Safety mirrors on East Hill Rd:  A request for a safety mirror at the top of Mill Hill was discussed.  Information on prices was reviewed.  It was agreed that if a mirror is placed at this location another should be located at the Griggs Rd intersection also.  George questioned liability to the town.  Jim Cota, AOT was contacted but no response had been received.  Tracey will follow up with Jim and also research this with VLCT or the town attorney with an update at the next Selectboard meeting.
c.
Delinquent Taxes:  The Selectboard was reminded of the upcoming tax sale.  A Selectboard member must be present to act on the towns behalf.  Selectboard members were asked to consider what properties the town was willing to purchase in the event there are no bidders for a specific property.  This will be discussed again on March 12th.  Also discussed was a delinquent taxpayer who had purchased a bank check and mailed it to Attorney Ross last fall.  The taxpayer did not know that the check had never arrived at Attorney Ross’s office until they received the paperwork of the tax sale.  Bank records indicate that the check was never cashed.  A replacement in the same amount was immediately purchased and delivered to Attorney Ross.  All agreed that the intent to settle the delinquency was there and the additional fees accrued since last fall should be waived.  Attorney Ross will be contacted to assure this property is removed from the sale and asked to work with the town to remove the additional fees.  Candy, as Delinquent Tax Collector can ask the fees be waived through the Board of Abatement, if necessary.  The Selectboard asked for an update at the March 12th meeting.  
10. Authorization to process and sign checks prior to Selectboard approval.  George made the motion to authorize the Treasurer to sign checks prior to Selectboard approval.  This process allows payroll to be processed weekly and other accounts paid to receive discounts or meet filing deadlines.  Motion approved.

11. VLCT-Spring Selectboard Institute (Saturday, March 24, 2018):  Reminder to Selectboard if anyone wishes to attend.

12. Any other business:  Jason Tuthill spoke about State Police response to an incident on East Hill last May.  Discussion included: this information should have been brought to the Selectboard sooner; town does have an agreement with LCSD for emergency coverage when the State Police cannot respond; town no longer has a contract with the State Police for additional coverage.  George noted that follow-ups to the responding department are always a good idea as the complaint will be brought to others attention who may not be aware of the situation.

13. Meeting adjourned at 12:20PM.  Approved.

Unapproved minutes

Tracey Morin,

Town Administrative Assistant
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