Town of Eden

71 Old Schoolhouse Rd

Eden Mills, VT  05653

Minutes of Regular Meeting, October 10, 2017

(Scheduled to begin directly following LERA Seasonal Campsite Lottery @5PM)

The Eden Selectboard met at the Town Office on October 10, 2017.  Present at the meeting were:  Ricky Morin, George Sheldrick, Adam Degree, Bob & Jeanne Spaulding, Kate Willard, Kate Sudhoff, Don Bullard, Candy Vear and Tracey Morin.

1. Ricky opened the meeting at 5:15PM. 

2. Additions and Deletions to the agenda:  

a.
Under Highway:


i.
Better Back Roads Grant Application


ii.
G1 Holdings $ Site visit – October 18, 2017 @8AM


These will be discussed later in the meeting.

b.
Letter of Support – LEA Greeter Program – LCBP Grant Application:  Adam made the motion to send the letter of support for LEA Greeter Program with their LCBP grant application.  Approved.

3.
Citzens Input:  None at this time.

4.
Approve the Minutes of September 25, 2017:  Adam made the motion to approve the minutes of September 25, 2017 as written.  George seconded the motion.  Approved.

5.
Beach Update:

a.
Water System Update – testing & shut down:  Plumbing Solutions will be on site on Monday, October 16th at 8:30AM to shut down the system for winter.  Tracey reported that the final water test taken on October 1, 2017 has passed.  The residual test showed .06mg/L chlorine present.  Tracey asked the Selectboard to consider if they wished to change the testing process:  go back to using the State testing lab bottles and have someone deliver them to Williston once per month; inquire if Plumbing Solutions can perform the residual test and take the sample; or make an arrangement with Endyne to continue having them provide the residual test.  The cost charged by Endyne for this extra service was reviewed.  Based on this cost vs the cost for Eden personnel to take and deliver the sample the Selectboard would like to continue having Endyne assist with the drinking water sample.  Tracey will follow up with them to confirm this arrangement.

b.
Beach Manager – Sign Managers Job Description:  An updated Managers Job Description had been provided to the Selectboard and Bob & Jeanne for review.  George made the motion to sign the Managers Job Description for 2018 season with Bob & Jeanne Spaulding.  Approved and signed by the Selectboard, Bob and Jeanne Spaulding.

c.
Beach Final Walkthrough – October 23rd @5PM:  The Selectboard agreed to meet at LERA.  The regular Selectboard meeting will directly follow at the town office.

d.
Update of other beach activities:  Bob noted he had been asked by several people about the possibility of planting a few shade trees in the playground area.  The Selectboard will look at this when they do their walkthrough.  The website and brochure will be reworded to note that although no admission is required, LERA is still accessible to the public after Labor Day until closing on October 15th.  One dock will need repair in the spring.

6.
Bullard – Lease Land:  Don Bullard was not yet present.  Selectboard will return to this item when he arrives.

7.
Dog Officer Update - Update of ongoing dog issues: A written report from Rachel was reviewed.  The Selectboard inquired if this issue had been resolved.  Candy advised it had.  Record of shots and registration of the dogs in question were received at the town office by the set deadline.  Candy discussed with the Selectboard calls received at the town office.  The Selectboard supported how one call was handled and asked to have the Dog Officer look into the other.

8.
Constable Update:  None at this time.

9.
Health Officer Update:  None at this time.  The Selectboard would like Candy to follow up with Amanda about a previous issue they had asked be looked into.

10.
Road Commissioner’s Report:


a.
Update Knowles Flat Culvert #13-8:


i.
Update on temporary reinforcement of existing structure:  Ricky reported that when measuring for the reinforcement it was discovered that the structure was in worse shape than before:  the bottom seam has rotted off, sides have bowed and the structure settled.  The materials the town has available for reinforcement will not do the job due to the placement of the structure at an angle.  Especially now that it has deteriorated further, longer beams would be needed to not put any pressure on the structure.  It is not financially feasible or safe for the public to proceed with the reinforcement option.  AOT, Jim Cota was contacted with this information and agreed it was not in the town’s best interest to proceed with this option.  He plans to visit the site.  .  George made the motion, in the best interest of the town, to keep the road closed for the winter based upon the additional information received about the status of the structure.  Adam seconded the motion.  Approved.  A Public Notice to post at local stores, web site, newspaper and radio was reviewed and approved for posting. Ricky asked Tracey to follow up with Jim on when he plans to visit as he would like his advice on another issue also.


ii.
Review Concrete scope of work/bid notice:  Ricky has reviewed the plans sent by Michie and he called Chad with questions.  Chad will look into Ricky’s questions and make any changes needed.  They will provide us with a full size set of plans soon.  This item will be reviewed again at the next meeting.


iii.
Tracey advised that a final permanent easement has been obtained with approval from all parties.  It will now be sent to Green Crow headquarters for signature.

b.
Update Knowles Flat Twin Culverts:  Public Hearing @ Town Office during October 23rd Selectboard meeting.  This meeting has been planned by the State of Vermont who requested the time and place to discuss the upcoming project.

c.
Access Permit – Wayne & Sharon Messier:  Ricky wishes to speak with AOT, Jim Cota before making a decision on this drive.  This item will remain on the agenda.

d.
Town pick-up truck:  Ricky has received two quotes and is waiting on one more.  This item will remain on the agenda.

e.
VLCT – Sap lines over town highway:  Information received from VLCT about Eden’s inquiry about sap lines that run over a town highway.  VLCT suggested the town explore this further with its town attorney.  Tracey will forward this to Attorney Barlow for his comments.

f.
Update of other activities of Highway Dept.:  Welding work has been completed on Truck#4; equipment is being painted and readied for winter maintenance. 

g.
From #2 Additions & Deletions:


(a)(i):  Better Back Road Grant Application:  Tracey advised applications are now available and are due by November 17th.  Ricky would like to apply for this grant to continue work on Cooper Hill Rd.


(a)(ii): G1 Holdings $ Site visit – October 18, 2017 @8AM:  State and Fish & Wildlife officials will meet at the town office, then visit sites in Eden suggested for funding through this project.  Ricky, Adam and Tracey will accompany them.

At this time, Don Bullard, Kate Sudhoff and Kate Willard had arrived so the Selectboard returned to #6 of the agenda:


6.
Bullard – Lease Land:  Don Bullard, Kate Sudhoff (Forest Legacy Program) and Kate Willard spoke with the Selectboard about two portions of land owned by Don which are town lease lots.  This was a process used long ago, prior to the assessments of property taxes to provide revenue to towns.  Don is looking to conserve this land through the Vermont Land Trust and needs to have a clear title.  To get this, a quit claim deed must be executed between the town and Don.  Kate Willard noted that Eden had done this prior several years ago with Green River Reservoir property.  Discussion included:  acreage, whether or not this would affect Eden’s grand list (no); property remain open to the public for specific purposes (yes); land posted (no); property continues to be taxed (yes); having town attorney review prior to signing (all present agreed this to be a good idea).  Tracey will forward all information received to Attorney Barlow for his comments.  She will relay any comments, questions or changes to Kate Sudhoff.  This item will remain on the agenda for the next meeting.

Returning to the agenda:

11.
VASA Letter – Meeting @ JSC 10-26-17:  Information on a meeting requesting town participation about ATV use was reviewed.  The Selectboard discussed differences between VASA and VAST.  The time and date were noted if a Selectboard member wishes to attend.

12.
Snow Plow services @ town office – advertise:  The Selectboard reviewed the notice and asked that it be posted in the local stores, on the town web page and Front Porch Forum.  Copies will also be sent to several local people who provide this service in Eden.  Opening of the bids will be on the agenda of the next meeting.

13.
Review Eden Town Plan update:  Selectboard members had been provided a copy of the latest update for their review.  Tracey advised that LCPC had reviewed the update and found no changes needed to comply with State Statute requirements.  The Selectboard had no additional changes to the current document.  Eden Planning Commission will now proceed with a public hearing before returning to the Selectboard for adoption of the document.

14.
Ratify additions & deletions of September 25, 2017 meeting:

a.
Discussion of new current use figures affecting grand list and need to reset tax rate.  Motion and approval to reset town tax rate at .6251.


b.
Discussion of and approval to include in tax bills a free 2018 Seasonal Beach Pass.


Adam made the motion to ratify the additions and deletions from the September 25, 2017 meeting as listed above in #14, a & b.  George seconded the motion.  Approved.

15.
FYI:


a.
Reminders:  MRGP (Municipal Road General Permit) public information meeting at Johnson on October 11th from 2-4PM.  Ricky, Adam and Tracey plan to attend.


b.
VLCT Fall Planning & Zoning Forum 11-1-17:  This was information only for the Selectboard.

16.
Any other business:  Candy mentioned that a person had inquired if the town office had any openings.  This person had no work experience and was looking to do any type of work to obtain work experience in hopes of applying for other positions.  At this time, there are no positions or extra work available.

17.
Sign orders (5):  Five (5) orders were reviewed and signed.

18.
Adjourn:  Adam made the motion to adjourn at 7PM.  Approved.

Unapproved minutes. 
Tracey Morin

Town Administrative Assistant 
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