Town of Eden

71 Old Schoolhouse Rd

Eden Mills, VT  05653

Minutes of Regular Meeting, April 9, 2018
The Eden Selectboard met at the Town Office on April 9, 2018.  Present at the meeting were:  Ricky Morin, Adam Degree, George Sheldrick, Bruce Shields and Tracey Morin.

1. Ricky opened the meeting at 6:00PM. 

To accommodate Lister, Bruce Shields the Selectboard moved to #5.

5.    a.
Lease Land – Discuss possible legislation & how Eden should proceed if passed:  Bruce discussed the possible legislation and provided a brief history of lease land in Vermont.  Lease land was held by a town as an endowment for a local charity, i.e. church or school.  Originally, Eden had two sets of lease land, those assigned when Eden was established and later those coming from the Belvidere portion that was transferred to Eden.  These leases also contain oil and mineral rights which could be beneficial to the holder.  Several of these lease lots have been extinguished.  Currently most banks, anything to do with the State of VT (conservation lands) or UVM acquisitions will not deal with properties which have a lease lot include, unless the lease is extinguished.  Current law states that the Listers will prepare a list of lease land within a town.  Bruce has checked the old records back to 1926 and finds little mention of lease land.  Bruce noted that David Peatman may have information in his computer files and that occasionally they are discovered by title researchers.  Eden has two options, do nothing and allow lease lands to be extinguished when the new law goes into effect January 1, 2020 or vote to retain them, study them and then decide on whether to retain or not. The Selectboard stated they were not well educated about lease lands and had dealt with them as they came up:  Bullard, Green River Reservoir.  It was questioned how many acres of lease land were in Eden.  Originally there were 10 lots plus those transferred from Belvidere.  Of those, we know that 2 were sold to the mines, 1 to Bullard and 2 to Green River Reservoir.  The Selectboard asked that the Listers research town properties to see if there are any lease lands that would affect access to these properties.
      b.
GIS Mapping Grant:  Notification has been received that Eden will participate in this year’s grant program.  Per previous discussion, Eden will contract for development of a tool that extracts, transforms and loads (ETL) the parcel data of the CAD files prepared by David Peatman to the digital format required by the State of VT, transfer this information to the State site and provide Eden with a program on its server to access this information at all work stations within the town office.  Tracey has discussed this with the Listers and wanted to verify with the Selectboard that this was still what the town wanted from this grant.  The Selectboard agreed.

Returning to the agenda:

2.
Additions and Deletions to the Agenda:

a.
Excess Weight Permit – Barrett Trucking Co., Inc.
b.
Annual Equipment Rate Quotes
These will be discussed under #10 Road Commissioner Report.

c.
ECS request – work on nature trail:  An email from Denise Lynch, 3rd Grade Classroom Teacher along with information on a grant they received was reviewed.  The email asked for permission from the town to do some work on the nature trail and garden:  clearing a space for an outdoor classroom with stump seating; invite a forester to identify trees and get suggestions of a few trees to be cut down; build a bridge over the swampy area working with students from GMTCC forestry group.  Tracey noted that this information came in today and that Denise was advised it would appear on the agenda, but may not be acted upon as the information came in late.  The Selectboard asked that someone from this group come to the next Selectboard meeting to discuss the request; answer questions on liability - especially since this is town property and the school is now owned by the State of VT; construction and maintenance of a bridge; liability of youth cutting trees with chainsaws; trail used by snow machines with town permission; liability during construction and if damaged or someone is hurt after constructed and in use by the public; the grant - most grants require landowner permission as part of the application process – this was presented to the Selectboard after the fact.  The Selectboard also asked that VLCT be contacted for their opinion/advice from the town’s perspective.
d.
Mailbox improvement letters:  The Selectboard reviewed letters to town office neighbors, Steve Jones and Jason Benjamin.  The town would like to put in two posts with a shelf for all boxes to sit on, making a sturdy, uniform appearance in front of the office.  The letter proposes to share the cost of the material, excluding replacement and numbering of boxes.  These letters were okay to send out with an addition to Steve Jones’ letter that he notify his tenants.
e.
Gihon Trac Packers invite to Landowner Appreciation Dinner:  This annual event will be held at the Morrisville VFW on May 5th.  Adam said that he would attend.
f.
VLCT – Spring Planning & Zoning Forum, May 23, 2018:  Information only for the Selectboard.
3.
Citizen Input:  None at this time.
4.
Approve the Minutes of March 26, 2018:  Adam made the motion to approve the minutes of March 26, 2018 as written.  George seconded the motion.  Approved.

6.
Beach Update:  The Selectboard discussed the recent passing of Jeanne Spaulding and wished the town office to make arrangements for a condolence offering from the town.  All will be updated when service information is available.  Tracey has heard from one lifeguard from last season.  This person also expressed a desire to help in the office if needed.

a.
Reminder – Spring Seasonal Campsite Lottery 4-23-18 @6PM.

b.
Rates – Senior Citizens:  Tracey asked the Selectboard to clarify their motion on March 26th to leave all rates the same.  At a previous meeting they had discussed removing any fees for Senior Citizens but decided to wait until the following meeting and discuss all rates at one time.  There will be no rate change for Senior Citizens this year.
c.
Playground Equipment:  Tracey had provided information and cost of several items for consideration.  Adam made the motion to purchase from BCI Burke Co two 8’ stationary benches with monies from the American Gift Fund.  Approved.  These will be positioned at either end of the beach for use by visitors.  

d.
Recycling & Compost:  Back in 2015 when recycling became law, it was the responsibility of the campers to deal with their recycling.  Eden added a recycling receptacle in 2016.  Mandatory compost collection takes effect in July, 2018.  For this season, Eden will purchase compost buckets from LRSWMD, one for each site.  It will be added to the rules and notice given to all users of LERA that seasonal campers are responsible for taking their compost to the Eden Drop Off site.  The manager will deal with the compost buckets for the office and shelters.  

e.
From Fall Walkthrough:

i.
Electrical assessment:  Tracey was asked to contact Matt Grant to go to LERA and begin the assessment, mapping and upgrade as needed.  The Selectboard would like this work completed prior to seasonal campers’ arrival in May.  The Selectboard wants to know if the underground lines are capable of carrying the load to upgrade to 50amp service.  Adam mentioned the possibility of setting the sites up for either 30 amp or 50 amp service.

ii.
Bldg. maintenance & Signs:  Notes from the fall walkthrough spoke of investigating cracks in the cement siding and the purchasing of signs.  Ricky noted that Bob was going to contact Parker & Stearns about the siding.  Tracey suggested getting any necessary signs made when Eden sends in its spring road sign order.

7.
Dog Officer Update:

a.
12-27-17 ticket void due to lack of information – reissued 4-3-18:  Information acquired from the State of VT was reviewed.  Dog Officers were given a copy of the information and reissued this ticket.

b.
Canvas to begin 4-7-18:  Canvassing for unlicensed dogs started this past weekend.  Several came into the town office today to register their dogs.

8.
Constable Update:  None at this time.  

9.
Health Officer Update:  None at this time.

10.
Road Commissioner’s Report:

a.
Update Knowles Flat Culvert #13-8:  Don from Michie Corp had called to confirm our schedule for setting the box.  Several pieces are complete.  Ricky has tried to contact ANR’s Chris Brunelle to discuss a start date but has not hear back from him.  VEC has repositioned poles.  Consolidated Communications is coordinating with VEC on the telephone lines.
b.
Update Knowles Flat Twin Culverts:  None at this time.
c.
East Hill Rd Closure:  Ricky reported grading East Hill Thursday PM and all was good.  At 7:30AM on Friday a car was stuck in the mud.  The road broke up that quickly in one section.  At that time Ricky felt it necessary for public safety and to not do more damage to the roadway, to close East Hill Rd due to extreme mud conditions.  It was necessary to wait until the rain stopped so that equipment could be brought in to repair the damage without making it worse.  Highway worked most of the night to repair the area and reopened the road at 5:30AM the following morning.  It was noted that GPS sends vehicles on this route as a short cut and those traveling it are not proceeding with caution due to the conditions.  Also observed were vehicles which were there only to “play” in the mud.  The LCSD was notified immediately of the closure and contacted when the road was reopened.  LCSD was advised of the location of the problem area and from which direction to send in emergency vehicles if needed. 

i.
Social media:  The Selectboard discussed comments that appeared on social media.  Much of this information was inaccurate and slanderous.  George commented that a lot of the conversation referred to topics which have been on the Selectboard agenda for multiple meetings covering several months and questioned why these citizens did not bring their concerns to a Selectboard meeting, Selectboard member or to town meeting.  It was noted that all meetings are open to the public and there is a standing line item, Citizen Input, for this purpose; that other road closures mentioned affect the entire community and efforts to remedy the situations were addressed in the best interest of the town as a whole, both financially and accessibility wise.  Comments on how and by whom work is completed was discussed:  A list of all projects to be completed can be made available for the Selectboard to proceed as best they see fit; does the town wish to do things differently – currently, rates are acquired by the town office staff annually for the Selectboard to review and make a motion on how to proceed; this is on tonight’s agenda.  As to the holding of various positions:  these are elected by the voters at town meeting; if change is desired, anyone interested only needs to have someone nominate them.

ii.
Peggy Jones – bumper:  Candy had left a note in the Selectboard file of a call from Peggy Jones who stated she damaged her car bumper prior to the road closure and wished the town to pay for the damage.  The Selectboard had several questions about the time of the incident and asked that this and all complaints be in writing.  Once that information is received, they can review it further.  The Selectboard would like the town office to contact VLCT about responsibility of damage due to mud season conditions.


Vermont back roads are always muddy in the spring.  Drivers need to adjust to the conditions, reduce their speed and pick their way through a muddy section.  As to infrastructure, most of Eden’s were all put in around the same time.  Replacement and finding ways to pay for them will be a continuous cycle for Eden over the next 20 years as one is completed and the next in line tackled.  Due to requirements of the design and standards to meet State approval, monies set aside and reserved for these types of projects does not go far.
d.
Excess Weight Permits:


i.
GW Tatro Construction, Inc.

ii.
Victor E Manosh

iii.
Grimes, Inc.

iv.
Harrison Redi-Mix Corp.

v.
Harrison Concrete Const., Inc.

vi.
Camp Precast Concrete Products, Inc.


vii.
HA Manosh Corp.


From Additions & Deletions:


i.
Barrett Trucking Co., Inc.

Adam made the motion to approve to town specifications, excess weight permits for GW Tatro Construction, Inc., Victor E Manosh, Grimes, Inc., Harrison Redi-Mix Corp., Harrison Concrete Const., Inc., Camp Precast Concrete Products, Inc., HA Manosh Corp., Barrett Trucking Co., Inc.  George seconded the motion.  Approved and signed.  Town specifications in relation to seasonal posting will be highlighted.
e.
AOT-Hwy Annual Financial Plan – Review & Sign:  Tracey reviewed with the Selectboard how the form is calculated.  George made the motion to sign the Annual Highway Financial Plan.  Approved and signed by all.
f.
Update of other activities of Highway Dept.:  Ricky reported plowing, sanding and grading.  A request to pick up road sand will be addressed once it stops snowing.
From Additions & Deletions:

2. (b)
Annual Equipment Rate Quotes:  Quotes solicited and received by town office staff from GW Tatro Construction, Woods CRW, Nortrax, RL Morin & Sons Construction, NA Manosh Corp., Pete’s Equipment were reviewed by George and Adam.  Ricky abstained from the review.  Tracey noted that a request was made to Southworth Milton, but no response has been received as of today.  George made the motion to proceed as in past years, going with the company that would provide the best rate, quality of work, and availability for the town, keeping the others on file, referring to them as needed.  Adam seconded the motion.  Approved with Ricky abstaining from the vote.  
11.
Unlanded Mobile Home Info – Attorney James Barlow:  Information received from Attorney Barlow on the purchase of unlanded mobile homes by the town at tax sale was reviewed.  The Selectboard asked that this be put on their “to do list” for February of 2019.

12.
Town Office Maintenance – Robert & Sons Lawn Care quote:  Before announcing the quote, Ricky questioned the Selectboard if they wished to wait and advertise this service.  The Selectboard wished to review the quote first as Roberts had provided this service satisfactorily for the past several years.  The quote for seasonal mowing & trimming of $600 was reviewed.  Adam questioned why spring cleanup was not included – the highway department has always provided this when they do their spring sweeping/cleanup of winter road sand.  It was questioned how this compared to last year.  Tracey advised this is the same rate as the last few years.  George made the motion to hire Robert & Sons Lawn Care to provide mowing and trimming service to the town office for 2018 at the same price of $600 as was charged the last few years.  Adam seconded the motion.  Approved & signed.
13.
Green Up Day Tires – correspondence from LRSWMD:  Correspondence provided information on how tires will be dealt with this year.  Tires may be delivered to the District transfer station or KNS Tire can be contacted to come to a location in your community.  George made the motion to proceed as in past years, make arrangements with KNS Tire to pick up tires at the town garage, paying for the cost from the Good Neighbor Fund.  Adam seconded the motion.  Approved.

14.
Ratify Additions & Deletions from the March 26, 2018 meeting:

a.
Review of, motion, approval to sign and signature of updated Emergency Operations Plan.


b.
Review of, motion, approval to sign and signature of TAC Municipal Representative Designation form.


c.
Receipt of information for review at next meeting of lease land and possible legislative action.


d.
Review of and discussion of AOT email about Emergency Grant deadlines for work to be completed and paperwork submitted for payment.


e.
Review of, motion, approval to sign and signature of excess weight permits for Ricky Morin/R.L.Morin & Sons Construction, Daniel L. Pepin, Curtis Lumber Company, Inc. and Wind River Environmental dba Hartigan Company.
Adam made the motion to ratify the additions and deletions from the March 26, 2018 meeting as listed above in #14 (a-e).  Approved.

15.
FYI:  
a.
Board of Abatement meeting – April 23, 2018 @5PM:  Reminder for Selectboard.
b.
LCPC Energy Amendment to Regional Plan – review for discussion 4-23-18: This information was not at the town office yet but would be made available as soon as it arrived.
16.
Any other business:  None at this time.
17.
Sign orders (6):  Candy was out sick today and asked if the accounts payable order could be completed and checks mailed when she returned to work.  George made the motion to allow the AP order to be completed and checks mailed later this week.  Adam seconded the motion.  Approved.  Five (5) orders were reviewed and signed.  
17.
Adjourn:  Meeting adjourned at 9:00PM.  
Unapproved minutes. 
Tracey Morin

Town Administrative Assistant 
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