Town of Eden

71 Old Schoolhouse Rd

Eden Mills, VT  05653

Minutes of Regular Meeting, March 12, 2019
Rescheduled from March 11, 2019

The Eden Selectboard met at the Town Office on March 12, 2019.  Present at the meeting were:  Ricky Morin, Adam Degree, Barbara Dewyea, Kristi Ehlers, Candy Vear and Tracey Morin.

1. Adam opened the meeting at 6:05PM.  
2. Additions & Deletions to the Agenda:  All of these will be discussed with their associated agenda item/topic as indicated on the posted agenda.
To accommodate Kristi, the Selectboard moved to #10:

10.
Lister Department – Outside Assessment Firm Contract review:  The draft contract received from Appraisal Resource Group (ARG) had been forwarded to Attorney Barlow for review.  Attorney Barlow submitted a new contract which he felt better covered the town.  Russ Beaudoin from ARG did not agree with portions of the attorney’s document.  Russ was called during the meeting.  Discussion included:  Russ and the town will work with Attorney Barlow to come up with an agreement all are comfortable with; in the interim, Russ will start work next week without a signed contract.  Ricky made the motion to appoint Kristi Ehlers to continue to work in the Lister’s Department, working with the contracted assessor, doing data entry.  Approved.  Kristi discussed with all the Listers office preparation of this article passing at town meeting.  Information has been gathered of new properties, property changes, general review and other miscellaneous items as priority for ARG to look at in beginning the new tax assessment year.  

Returning to the agenda:

3. Citizen Input:  None at this time.

4. Approve the Minutes of February 25, 2019 & March 5, 2019:  Ricky made the motion to approve the minutes of February 25, 2019 and March 5, 2019 as written.  Adam seconded the motion.  Approved.
5. Beach Update:  
a.
Reschedule spring lottery:  All agreed it should be the first regular meeting in April.  The final date will be determined later when setting the regular date and time of Selectboard meetings.
b.
Request to cover lifeguard cost of recertification:  An email from Jordyn Wood stating that she would consider returning as lifeguard at LERA if the town would cover the cost of her recertification.  Jordyn felt otherwise it was too much money to pay out of pocket, plus gas and her time.  The Selectboard discussed: the number of hours worked vs the cost of recertification; certification for the person allows them to work elsewhere, after LERA season is over; reach out to Smugglers Notch and NEK Swim and advertise; if no results, may revisit Jordyn’s request.  Tracey will respond to Jordyn, contact Smugglers Notch and NEK Swim and advertise multiple lifeguard positions available, 9 weeks of employment, 6 hours per day, 7 days per week, minimum 20 hours a week, may require other odd jobs on inclement weather days, schedule flexible if multiple lifeguards are hired.
c.
Candy has heard from Patti Fryk.  They have been researching CPR classes in their area, inquired if the class can be taken there or should they wait until they get to VT.  They are not familiar with options for these classes in VT and inquired about the cost.  Barb made the motion for them to take the class where convenient for them, pay the fee and request reimbursement on the appropriate LERA forms.  Approved.  Patti advised they will be arriving around May 9th and asked if they could bring their camper on site at that time.  The Selectboard agreed, weather permitting.  Patti also inquired if LERA had a Costco card – No.  Candy is going to provide Patti with Bob Spaulding’s contact information as he will be a good resource for them.
From Additions & Deletions #2 (c) - ECS 6th Grade Donation Request:  Morgan Langlois sent an email asking the Selectboard to consider donating either a season pass to LERA or another item which could be used for the auction fundraiser.  Ricky made the motion to donate to ECS 6th Grade fundraiser a non-resident season pass to LERA, value $75.  Approved.
6. Dog Officer Update:

a.
Advertise the position:  Yes, the Selectboard would like to advertise this open position.
b.
From Additions & Deletions #2 (d) - Letter of Interest – Samantha Small:  This will be kept on file.  Samantha will be notified that the position is being advertised and she will be contacted when interviews are scheduled.

7. Constable Update – Advertise open position:  Yes, the Selectboard would like to advertise this open position.
8. Health Officer Update – From Additions & Deletions #2 (e) – Copley Hospital – Animal Bite Report:  Information received was reviewed.
9. EYSC:

a.
Letter of Interest, Amanda Dezotelle:  The letter of interest in serving on EYSC from Amanda Dezotelle was reviewed.

b.
From Additions & Deletions #2 (f) – Letter of interest – Jaime McLean:  Jaime’s letter expressing her desire to serve on this committee was reviewed.  

There was discussion on why this is a town responsibility vs school.  It was suggested we look into how other local towns fund/operate their youth sports groups.  Also discussed was EYSC’s posted meeting agenda for March 11th.  Ricky made the motion to appoint to EYSC Amanda Dezotelle and Jaime McLean and include a reminder letter to EYSC on protocol of agenda items and assigning committee officers prior to appointment by the Selectboard.  Approved.

11.
Town Administrative Assistant Position – advertise:  Tracey informed the Selectboard in late November that she wished to retire in spring, 2019 after town meeting.  Ricky made the motion to go into executive session to discuss an employment issue.  Approved.  Executive session began at 7:55PM and ended at 8:40PM.  Adam reported no decisions were made.  Town office staff was asked to review work distribution within the town office.  The Selectboard will hold off advertising the position until after results of this discussion are known.

12.
Road Commissioner Report:

a.
Update Knowles Flat Twin Culverts:  None at this time. 
b.
Dry Hydrant Grant Application due April 1st and June 1st:  Eden will look at submitting an application by June 1st.
c.
Excess Weight Permits:


i.
Working Dog Septic Service, Inc.


ii.
Jack F. Corse, Inc.

From Additions & Deletions #12 (a):

i.
Kings Hill Excavation & Trucking

ii.
Andrew Plante, DBA Black Ox Trucking

iii.
United Natural Foods, Inc.


iv.
Grimes, Inc.


v.
John E. French & Sons Trucking, Inc.


vi.
Cota Trucking Company


vii.
Blue Flame Gas


viii.
New England Quality Service, Inc. dba Earth Waste & Metal


Ricky made the motion to approve to town specifications, excess weight permits for Working Dog Septic Service, Inc., Jack F. Corse, Inc., Kings Hill Excavation & Trucking, Andrew Plante, DBA Black Ox Trucking, United Natural Foods, Inc., Grimes, Inc., John E. French & Sons Trucking, Inc., Cota Trucking Company, Blue Flame Gas and New England Quality Service, Inc. dba Earth Waste & Metal.  Adam seconded the motion.  Approved and signed.

d.
Material Rates 2019 – A Nadeau & Co., Inc.:  This information will be kept on file.  Ricky asked for a copy.  Tracey was asked to make the annual solicitation of rates for the Selectboard review of equipment rental and materials for 2019.

e.
AOT Annual Letter:

i.
Grant Applications due April 15, 2019 (Class 2 & Structures):  Ricky has reviewed with Tracey these grant applications.  These will be submitted by the due date.

ii.
Annual Financial Plan – review & sign:  This annual form had been updated with budget information approved at town meeting.  Ricky made the motion to sign the AOT annual financial plan.  Approved and signed.

iii.
Certificate of Compliance – Road & Bridge standards – sign:  The annual form required stating Eden’s compliance of having adopted road and bridge standards was reviewed.  Ricky made the motion to sign the Certificate of Compliance for Road &Bridge Standards.  Approved and signed.

f.
Road Posting – Spring road conditions – Sign resolution:  The resolution to post roads due to spring conditions and the notice of same were reviewed.  Adam made the motion to sign the resolution to post East Hill Rd, Knowles Flat Rd, North Rd, Ober Hill Rd and White Rd for spring road conditions from March 13, 2019 to May 1, 2019.  Approved and signed.
e.
Update of other activities of Highway Dept.:  

i.
Ricky reported continued winter maintenance of plowing & sanding.  All sand put up this FY has been used.  They are now using sand left over from previous years.  Ricky noted we budget for 5500 yards and put up 5100 yards this FY.
From Additions & Deletions #2 (b):
i.
Sign Knowles Flat #13-8 Structures Grant Reimbursement Forms:  These completed forms and supporting documentation will be delivered to the AOT District 8 office on Wednesday, March 13th.  Eden will receive $175,000.00 for this Structures grant.  Ricky made the motion to sign the AOT TA65 & TA66 reimbursement forms for Knowles Flat #13-8 culvert replacement.  Approved and signed.
ii.
FEMA Risk Mapping Assessment meetings scheduled:  This meeting on updating regional flood maps is scheduled for March 26th and March 27th.  As this conflicts with other meetings, Tracey and Ricky will work on who will attend from Eden.

iii.
TAC – Transportation Discussion & Solutions Mtg 4-10-19:  This was information only.
13.
Ratify additions & deletions of February 25, 2019 meeting:

a.
Motion, approval and signing of Dale E. Percy, Inc. & Desrochers Excavating, Inc. excess weight permit to town specifications.

b.
Review of final accounting for Knowles Flat #13-8, motion and approval to move $220,643.23 from the Paving & Structures Fund to cover Eden’s cost after the AOT grant.
c.
Review of VT Recreational Surfacing and VLCT training event correspondence.

d.
Discussion of GIS mapping program now active for use by town office.

e.
Discussion of LERA Spring lottery to be held on April 8, 2019 and scheduling of LERA water maintenance with Plumbing Solutions.

Ricky made the motion to ratify the additions and deletions from the February 25, 2019 meeting as listed above in #13 (a-e).  Approved.

14.
FYI – From Additions & Deletions #2 (g) – VLCT Trainings – Health Officer, Economic Development, Selectboard Institute:  Information on these training offerings are available for those interested.
15.
Any other business:

a.
From Additions & Deletions #2 (h) – Town Meeting Update:
i.
Signage & speed on town highways:  For the next meeting, the Selectboard asked town office staff to contact VLCT, VSP, LCSD and AOT on their recommendations and costs related to these issues brought up at town meeting.

ii.
Selectboard meeting date and time:  It was determined that the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each month at 6PM worked best for the Selectboard members.  The change of day will be posted.

iii.
Tax Sale Redemption:  The redemption period for the March 2018 tax sale ends on Wednesday, March 13, 2019.  Candy and Tracey spoke with Attorney Barlow today on the properties remaining.  Attorney Barlow wished the Selectboard to consider how it wished to proceed with any unredeemed properties which the town purchased.

16.
Sign Orders (5):  Five (5) orders were reviewed and signed.

17.
Adjourn:  Ricky made the motion to adjourn at 9:40PM.  Approved.
Unapproved minutes. 
Tracey Morin

Town Administrative Assistant 
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