Town of Eden

71 Old Schoolhouse Rd

Eden Mills, VT  05653

Minutes of Regular Meeting, February 25, 2020
The Eden Selectboard met at the Town Office on February 25, 2020.  Present at the meeting were:  Ricky Morin, Adam Degree, Barbara Dewyea, Carol Hamel, Candy Vear, Leslie White, Peter Danforth (State of Vt) Evelyn Boardman ( Fitzgerald Environmental) and Gary Nolan (K.A. Harvey).
 1. Adam opened the meeting at 6:02 PM.
To accommodate the people present the Selectboard moved to #14a.
14a. Access Permit K.A. Harvey: Gary Nolan spoke about the access point for the property on Knowles Flat.  With a map that Gary brought, he went over where the access would be.  Adam motioned to grant the access permit.  Approved.

4. Peter Danforth and Engineer Evelyn Boardman: Boy Scout Camp storm water project.  Peter spoke about the walkabout that he would like to take with the Selectboard to the Beach to see the erosion problems and how these issues could be addressed.  The Selectboard hopes by mid-April the snow will have receded enough to get a clear picture of the suggestions about erosion problems at the beach and Lakeshore Dr. Peter will send some dates in April to the board to schedule a convenient time for the walkabout.
2. a. EYSC:  Letter of resignation and letter of Interest.  Ricky made the motion to except the resignation of Susan Demars, as of the Town Meeting. Approved.  The letter of interest will be addressed after the Town meeting.  

3. Citizens Input:  None at this time.

Back to the Agenda:

5.  Approve the minutes of February 11, 2020. Barbara asked that the sentence, in #8 EYSC. Be amended to remove the sentence, “and one of which is Wayne’s wife.” Barbara made the motion to approve the minutes with the correction.  Approved. 
6. Leslie White: Roads. With all the research that Leslie has done, with regard to the private roads, she would be the person to get up at Town meeting to speak about her research. It was discovered during this research that ten percent discount of the assessed value was given on most of the private road properties.    
7. Natural resource damage settlement: grant vs settlement: When we received a check for payment on Knowles Flat #13.8, the check stub said grant. In speaking with LCPC about this matter, Tasha Wallis was copied on emails pertaining to this subject.  The email, dated July 12, 2017, was to Michele Boomhower(Vermont Agency of Transportation), from Lauren Bennett ( Natural Resource and Damage Assessment and Restoration Program) stating the these funds are from a negotiated legal settlement. Also a second email dated July 18, 2017 from Michele Boomhower to Sue Scribner (State of VT) states that the funds are not federal funds and could be used as local match share, this was confirmed by US Fish and Wildlife and this is a precedent for this in other settlement cases.
8. Town Meeting Preparation:


a. Review of draft agenda

b. Other information needed, will wait until Selectboard meeting after the Town meeting.

c. Election night counters and two people to go to Lamoille. Ricky offered to help count.  Barbara offered to count also.  Candy to make some phone calls to volunteers for help.

9. Redetermination results of the 2019 equalization study. Ricky motioned for Adam to sign the equalization study. Approved.
10. a. Letter to campers: Leslie did the rewrite for the board.

      b. Resumes for beach manager: reviewed and we will contact the chosen ones for an interview.

11. Dog Officer Update: None at this time.

12. Constable Update: None at this time.

13. Health Officer Update: None at this time.

14. Road Commissioner’s Report


b. Update of other activities of the Highway Dept.: The town equipment repairs were made to 
the trucks and grader.  Truck #1 has a little more work to be done.

c. Excess Weight permit, Structural Wood Corporation.  Ricky motioned to approve to town specs.  Approved.

15. Ratify Additions and Deletions of February 11, 2020: Ricky made the motion to approve.  Approved.
16. Any other business: EYSC will be offering coffee and donuts at the Town Meeting.
17. FYI: None at this time.

18. Sign orders: (5)

Barbara asked to go into executive session at 8:30pm to discuss employment issues.

Executive session ended at 9:10pm.  The Selectboard reported their decision to terminate the town administrative assistant effective 3-12-20 with health insurance coverage to continue to March 31. Advertisement for the position will be posted in the newspaper and in stores. 
19. Adjourn at 9:10pm. 
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