
Town of Eden

71 Old Schoolhouse Rd

Eden Mills, VT  05653

Minutes of Regular Meeting, August 10, 2020
The Eden Selectboard met at the Town Office on August 10, 2020.  Staff Present:  Ricky Morin, Barbara Dewyea, Clayton Whittemore, Hannah Thomas, Candy Vear, Freeda Powers, Tracey Morin.
1. Ricky opened the meeting at 6:13PM

2. Additions and Deletions to the Agenda: 


a. Under Dog Officer Update: Review of incidents on 8/1 and 8/8 

3. Citizens Input: David Whitcomb, Lamoille Regional Solid Waste Management District Rep, called in to discuss the status of the Eden Transfer Station located at the Town Garage on Route 100. The LRSWD has had the transfer station closed for several months due to staffing shortages, and are looking at keeping it closed as the district aims to merge and consolidate the number of transfer stations operating in the county.  As the representative for Eden, David wants to know the Boards’ pleasure regarding the Eden transfer station.  The Board was in agreement that the Eden transfer station is a positive asset and benefit to not only Eden residents, but those of neighboring towns such as Belvidere.  Ricky stated that as the Road Commissioner, he has also seen a noticeable increase in roadside dumping since the closing of the Eden transfer station.  The Board felt this is a likely correlation.  It is the desire of the Selectboard to have the district reopen the Eden Transfer Station and resume its normal operating hours on Sundays. 
4.  Sign Orders:  Five (5) orders were reviewed and signed. 

5.  Minutes: Barbara made a motion to approve the minutes of July 28th as submitted.  Clayton seconded the motion.  The Board voted 3-0.

 6.  Dog Officer Update: The Board reviewed a report from North Country Animal League regarding surrender/seizure of three dogs on 7/31/20, as well as two emails from incidents of dog/human interactions with complainants on 8/1/20 and 8/8/20.  As Eden currently has no Dog Officer to report to, Freeda provided the Board with current contact information for the VSP, Lamoille County Sheriff’s Dept., as well as the Animal Control Officers (ACO) from these abutting towns: Lowll, Hyde Park, Johnson and Craftsbury.  The Board agreed that when complaints come in to Town Office staff, they should be referred to the VSP and Sheriffs’ office as a first response.
7. COVID-19 Update:  The Town Clerk and other office staff are prepared to ensure Primary Election Day procedures will adhere to the current COVID19 guidelines and mandates, including requiring mask use, regular cleaning of all touch surfaces between voters and social distancing prior to entry into the building and single voter entry.  
8.  Beach Update:

a. Campers Update  -- The campers at Site 5 appear to have moved out of the campground.  The Board agreed that the seasonal renters of Site 5 have reserved the use of the site for the duration of the season, regardless of their degree of use once procured and that no other campers are to be allowed use of the site.
       b. Rental & Use Restrictions – No new update.
       c. Water & Electric – Drinking water test of 8/6/20 failed due to presence of Coliform bacteria. Tracey M. will do required retake tests (4) within 24 hrs.  She believes this failing resulted from unsanitary conditions in the Beach Manager Office, specifically around the office closet sink, where this test originated.  She will review cleaning requirements with the Beach Managers to eliminate possible future water test contamination.  Additionally, she asked the Beach Managers to maintain grass trimming around the overflow pipes and reminded them to flush the water system weekly.  Previous electricity concerns appear to be good at this time.
       d. Manager update – Hannah said the geese seem to have moved on to nearby cut hayfields, and are no longer as much of a nuisance.  She said she continues to remind tenters to respect the 20’ fishing buffer from the lake shoreline.  The new lifeguard, Ms. Loucroft, has recently called out for two shifts and no call/no show for four other shifts.  The Board agreed this would not be tolerated and authorized the Beach Managers to emphasize to Ms. Loucroft the hours for which she was hired and to make clear that those are the hours that LERA needs her services.
9.  Constable Update: None
10.  Health Officer Update: None.  Freeda will reach out to her to follow up on the complaint about trash on a local property on Rte. 100 and report back to the Board on 8/25 with any update.
11.  Road Commissioner’s Report:


a. Gary Nolan: Town Rd. ROW Occupancy Request; Knowles Flat Rd.  Clayton made a motion to approve and sign the ROW Occupancy Request with the stipulation that the Town of Eden requires all guys, poles and wires to remain outside of the Town Road ROW so as not to interfere with road maintenance. Barbara seconded the motion.  The Board voted 3-0.  The ROW Occupancy Request was signed with stipulation stated.

b. Excess Weight Permit: Kings Hill Trucking & Excavating.  Clayton made a motion to approve and sign the requested permit to Kings Hill Trucking & Excavating, to abide by town specs.  Barbara seconded the motion.  The Board voted 3-0.

c. FEMA update:  FEMA reps have indicated that East Hill Rd. was not included in their list of site inspections for July 21st due to their error.  They have stated that if Eden can get the East Hill Rd. work completed by September 1, they will allow it to remain as work completed; if not, it will require another site inspection when complete.  

d. Knowles Flat/Twin Culvert update: The Board reviewed a draft letter written to comply with Section 12, the Work Product Ownership clause in the final grant agreement, stating that the Town of Eden does wish to keep the culvert related to this grant.  Clayton made a motion to sign the draft as written and submit it to Maria Davies, of ANR.  Barbara seconded the motion.  The Board voted 3-0.  Freeda will scan the signed letter and email it for submission to Maria Davies.  
  i. State of VT update: No update from the State.  Freeda will reach out to Scott Wheatley for one.
  ii. G1 Holdings Settlement Funds update: Grant agreement has been signed and received by all parties.  Awaiting payment disbursement at this time.

e. Update of other activities of Highway Dept.—Ricky reports that there was no severe damage to Eden’s roads in the recent rainstorms.  He reports that South Pond Rd. needs grading.  We currently have about ½ of the sand pile stocked and about ½ of the gravel crushed.  

f. Camp Road Update – Ricky updated the Board from a recent drive on Camp Road, where he noted a new garage built by a resident on that road is in the Town ROW as well as being significantly higher than the existing roadbed.  This is sure to increase water runoff issues for other properties as well as the road itself.  Additionally, Ricky voiced his concerns around winter road maintenance in this area.  Seeking additional guidance, the Board agreed that a call to Jim Barlow, the Town Attorney, is the next step. Ricky will reach out to him regarding the issue on Camp Road.
      12. Lamoille FiberNet Communication Union Dist. (LF CUD)/Broadband.  The search for Eden’s rep continues.  Freeda has reached out to Leslie White to gauge her interest, per the Boards’ recommendation, but has not received a response.  Additional outreach has been posted to the Town website and will further be posted to Front Porch Forum this week.
      13. Ratify Additions and Deletions of July 28, 2020:  

        a. Review, Motion to Approve as submitted, minutes of 7/24/20 Special Meeting. 


b. Review, Discussion and decision Town of Eden should not pay LRSWD Invoice for Green 
    Up Day Tire Disposal.


c. Review, Motion to Approve and Sign letter of appointment to EPC to Ginnie Parker.


d. Review, email from C. Gunther regarding abandoned boats on Lake Eden.
Clayton made a motion to approve the additions and deletions from July 28th, as listed above #13 (a-d).   Barbara seconded the motion.  The Board voted 3-0. 
14. Grants: 

      a. Building Communities Grants Funding is available for the year; Deadline is  9/15.  Ricky    
  suggested Freeda contact Rob Moore of LCPC for input and ideas for this grant.
      b. Better Back Roads is underfunded due to COVID19; Eden will not see funding this year.

      c. Digitizing Records Grant: GIS Services could be covered by grant funds-Due 9/1

15. Other Business: The Board went into Executive Session at 7:56pm to discuss the 60 Day Evaluation of the Town Admin Assistant position.  The Board exited executive session at 8:20pm.
16. FYI: None.
17. Adjourn: Clayton made a motion to adjourn.  Barbara seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 8:23pm.
Minutes Approved as amended on 8/24/2020 by: Ricky Morin, Barbara Dewyea, Clayton Whittemore.

Freeda Powers, Town Administrative Assistant
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