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Town of Eden 

71 Old Schoolhouse Rd 

Eden Mills, VT  05653 
 

 

August 11, 2022 Selectboard Meeting 
 

The Eden Selectboard met at the Town Office on August 11, 2022.  Present: Ricky Morin, 

Clayton Whittemore, Tim Bullard, Freeda Powers.  Also present: Matt Hill, Inga 

Luebkeman, Craig Rounds and Douglas Dezotelle.  

 

1. Open Meeting:  Ricky opened the meeting at 6:05pm. 

 

2. Additions and Deletions to the Agenda:  

 a.) Under #9 Incident Report @LERA 7/30/22 

 b.) Under #7 July Report 

 c.) Under #14 D. Schurman access permit 

 d.) Under #17 Letter of Interest for open LFCUD rep 

 e.) Under #18 ACT250 Application 5L1176-6B 

 f.) Under #18 Lamoille Housing Partnership summit 8/22/22 

 

3. Citizens Input:  

 a.) Douglas Dezotelle came before the Board to discuss the issue of geese at Lake 

Eden.  The geese have become a nuisance for property owners and the public beach, and 

may be the main source for the ecoli found in lake water tests this summer.  Doug has been 

in contact with the State and has informed the Board that there is a hunting season for 

geese; from Sept. 1st – 25th hunters can take up to 8 birds per day.  If hunting is done from 

the water during this season, no land owner permission is required.  Doug wanted to know 

what the Board’s view was on hunting these birds.  The Selectboard had no objection, so 

long as the law is being followed and hunter safety practices are followed; be safe and use 

common sense. 

 b.)  Matt Hill came before the Board in response to a letter he received regarding rats 

in the area near his property.  He concedes that his property is also a working farm, so there 

are rats present in the barn.  However, he said, there are no rats in his home and he does not 

feel that there is an infestation as described in the letter he received.  He assured the Board 

that he does bait for rats weekly and regularly hires the services of an exterminator. The 

Town Health Officer has made a site visit to his property and inspected the area as well, 

finding no infestation there.  The Board explained that they were doing their due diligence 

in responding to a report that came to them at a previous Selectboard meeting.  They 

thanked Matt for coming in to discuss the issue. 

 

 

To accommodate those present, the Board moved to Agenda item #8 next: 
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8. Dog Officer’s Report:  Inga Luebkeman came before the Board to offer an update on 

the annual canvassing.  She asked about the process for following up on warnings for 

unregistered dogs.  The Board encouraged her to follow the process as outlined on the 

warnings and supported in the ordinance.  The Board agreed that she should also use 

reasonable discretion with individual circumstances as she comes across them.  The bottom 

line is, we are trying to get folks to comply with the State law.  The Board voiced their 

support of Inga’s work thus far.  It was agreed that we should do all that we can to get the 

word out in the spring to notify people about the requirement to register their dogs, 

including posting a notice to the Town website, at the Town Office, local stores and in the 

local papers. 

 

 

Returning to the Agenda: 

 

 

4. Eden/Hyde Park Fire Dept.: This item was tabled to the next meeting.  

 

5. Sign orders:  Seven (7) orders were reviewed and signed. 

 

6. Minutes: Clayton made a motion to approve the minutes of the 7/26/22 meeting as 

written.  Ricky seconded the motion.  The Board voted 3-0. 

 

7. Town Health Officer:  The Town Health Officer was not available to join the meeting 

this evening; he will be invited to the next meeting on Aug. 23rd.  The Board received and 

reviewed the THO’s monthly written report for July. 

 

9. LERA Update:  Craig Rounds came before the Board to offer an update on how the 

season has gone so far.  Everything has gone very well this year; the campground and 

beach have been busy.  One issue of concern that came up recently was a family of skunks 

at the campground.  Craig said he has hired the services of nuisance trapper Dean Locke 

from Johnson; he has been very successful so far. 

 The Board was provided an incident report dated 7/30/22 in which a camper rolled an 

ankle in a shallow hole.  The individual did not require medical attention and the hole has 

been filled to prevent further accidents. 

 Craig asked the Board about the possibility of putting an additional camper near the 

Managers site (#18) for him to be on site more as he has found that would be beneficial.  

The Board had no objections to this, noting that the septic permit for the campground is 

based on the number of campers/campsites.  So long as we are within the limits of 

maximum capacity, there should not be an issue with him staying on site if he chooses.  

The Board requested that the public parking area not be negatively impacted. 

 

10. FEMA update:  The Board received and reviewed the first pay request from 

contractors installing the new Blakeville Road bridge #13.  Tim made a motion to approve 

partial payment request in the amount of $156,674.50 for continued progress of the bridge 

replacement project on Blakeville Road, to be paid out of the Highway Reserve Fund and 
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reimbursed upon repayment from FEMA.  Clayton seconded the motion.  The Board voted 

3-0.  

 

11. ARPA Funds: The Board agreed to table this discussion to a future meeting. 

 

12. Grants: The Board considered a PACIF grant opportunity for highway equipment.  

The Board felt that this year is not the year to go after this grant; we will consider it in the 

future as it is available every year. 

 

13. G1 Holdings: This discussion was tabled since we have not yet received a contract 

draft for the projects proposed and accepted by the Trustees. 

 

14. Road Commissioner’s Report: 

 a.) The Board received input from John Wilkin with the AOT regarding trails and 

accesses. 

 b.) The Board received an email from Tucker Williams of VT Electric Co-Op 

regarding pole installation; he acknowledges the required permit when working within the 

Town road right of way and will be mindful to comply and communicate when installing 

utility poles. 

 c.) Access Permits: 

  i. The Board reviewed an access permit for property owned by Christopher 

Wilson.  The Board had no objection to the application as submitted.  Tim made a motion 

to approve to town specs, the application for a driveway access to property owned by 

Christopher Wilson located on Square Road.  Clayton seconded the motion.  The Board 

voted 3-0.  Freeda will notify the applicant. 

           ii. The Board reviewed an amended application for access on property owned by 

David Schurman.  This applicant was not given final approval at the site inspection by the 

Board on 5/17/22 because the required culvert had not been installed.  The applicant has 

now made the required improvements and the culvert has been installed to meet town 

specs.  The Board will do a future site visit to inspect the access again.  Freeda will notify 

the applicant. 

 d.) The Board received the 2022 culvert price list from Lane Enterprises. 

 e.) Other activities of Hwy. Dept.:  Ricky reports they have been grading and ditching; 

prep work for paving on East Hill Road has included culvert replacements and underdrains. 

 

15. Personnel Policy Review (ct’d).:  The Board agreed to table this discussion to a future 

meeting. 

 

16. Ratify Additions and Deletions of 7/26: 

 Under #7) THO’s June Report  

 Under #18) Act250 Permit amendment 5L1058-1 

 

Ricky made a motion to ratify the additions and deletions from the August 11, 2022 

meeting as listed above in #16.  Tim seconded the motion.  Approved. 

 

17. Other Business:  
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 a.) The Board considered a request from Hyde Park regarding hiring of a shared 

employee to perform grand list maintenance.  There was no interest in this at this time from 

the Eden Board. 

 b.) The Board received a letter of interest for open LFCUD rep from resident Carey 

Earle.  The Board asked to invite her to their next meeting to make introductions and 

understand her interest in the position.  No appointment made at this time.  

 

18. FYI: 

 a.) The Board received notice of ACT250 application 5L1176-6B for property located 

on Nancy Lane. 

 b.) There will be a Lamoille Housing Partnership summit on 10/14/22; all are invited. 

 

19. Adjourn: Clayton made a motion to adjourn.  Tim seconded the motion.  The meeting 

adjourned at 9:07pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes Approved as amended on 8/23/22 by Ricky Morin, Clayton Whittemore, Tim 

Bullard. 

 

Freeda Powers, Town Administrative Assistant 


